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What is Climate Change?

limate is a general description of the average temperature and rainfall

condition of an area over time. Naturally climate changes over time. How-
ever today there is great evidence that the world’s climate is changing faster
than normal because of human activities. Scientists have been measuring the
temperature of the air and oceans on the earth for many years and have
noted the steady rise in the average temperature of the earth, this is caused
by greenhouse gases.

Greenhouse gases naturally blanket the Earth and keep it warmer than it
would be without these gases in the atmosphere. This is called the Green-
house Effect. Over the past century, the Earth has increased in temperature
and many scientists believe this is because of an increase in concentration
of the main greenhouse gases: carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and
fluorocarbons. This is causing rise in the earths temperature. The major con-
tributing gas is CO,, and many human activities such as bush fires and vehi-
cle exhausts release this gas.

What are the impacts of climate change?
Frequent storms, desertification, droughts in some areas and floods in others

Collapse of ecosystems which are sensitive to temperature change
Higher incidence of vector-borne diseases and water shortages

Large scale human population shifts

Losses in economic sectors such as agriculture

Threats to infrastructure, health and food security

Melting of ice caps in the northern and southern pole which is making the
sea level to rise

Forest fires contribute
to an increase in
Carbon-dioxide levels
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What can be done?

Forests act as sinks for
carbon dioxide

Animals like these are
also affected by the
effects of climate
change

The following serves as a guide into the policy and legal framework related to
climate change and disaster risk reduction in Malawi. An understanding of
these initiatives will provide an opportunity for communities and stakeholders
to make informed decisions on the matters that relate to climate change and
disaster management.

Malawi signed and ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in June 1992 and April 1994. The ultimate goal
of the UNFCCC convention is to achieve, in accordance with conditions of the
convention stable greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere. The
convention obliges countries to among other things formulate, publish, and
regularly update national and where appropriate regional programmes
continuing measures to mitigate climate change, co operate in preparing for
adaptation to the impacts of climate change ,develop and elaborate appropri-
ate and integrated plans for coastal zone management, water resources and
agriculture and for the protection and rehabilitation of areas affected by
drought, desertification and floods.
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Economic Instrument
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Environmental Instruments

National Environmental Action Plan

Malawi launched the NEAP in 1994
after recommendations that were put
forward at the earth Summit that took
place in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil in
1992. NEAP highlights and identifies
several environmental problems these
include

High soil erosion
Low soil fertility
Deforestation
Overgrazing

Over fishing

Loss of biodiversity

Water resources degradation and
depletion

Human habitat degradation
Air pollution
Climate change

The aim of NEAP is to develop Action
plans in all districts that are designed
to mitigate impacts caused as result of
the above mentioned environmental
problems. These action plans are
developed after the completion of the
State of Environment Reports
(SOER).

National Environmental Policy

The NEP (2004) addresses climate
change in relation to air quality. The
policy objective is to minimize the ad-
verse effect of climate change and
variability. As a framework the NEP is

expected to guide lead agencies in
agriculture, fisheries forestry, energy,
industry and water resources manage-
ment in so far as their activities affect
the environment and natural resource
management. The key strategies in-
clude:

Strengthening the existing national
climate/meteorological database

Assessing and monitoring the poten-
tial impacts of climate change on func-
tioning ecosystems, vegetation pat-
terns and carbon sinks

Using climate data to help guide land
use and economic development

Promoting regional and international
cooperation for effective exchange of
climate information and control of
transboundary atmospheric air pollu-
tion

The National Strategy For Sustain-
able Development

The National Strategy for Sustainable
Development (2004) provides more
concrete actions for implementing the
principles of NEP and other instru-
ments. The NSSD addresses climate
changed under theme 3 of the Johan-
nesburg Plan of implementation of the
World Summit on Sustainable Devel-
opment (WSSD). The theme deals
with protection and management of
natural resources for economic and
social development.
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The NSSD call upon governments to :

Reduce world poverty by 50% by 2015 through provision of appropriate
weather and climate information and mitigate effects of drought and floods
through improved use of climate and weather information and forecasts, early
warning systems, land and natural resources management, agricultural prac-
tices and ecosystem conservation.

Disaster Management

Disaster Preparedness Act (1994)

The Disaster Preparedness Act was established after the flash floods that oc-
curred in Phalombe . It provides some framework for disaster management.
The key provisions deal with the institutional framework for dealing with disas-
ters such as floods , disease, food crisis and others. The Act establishes the
offices of Commissioner for Disaster and Relief, a National Disaster Prepared-
ness and Relief Committee Planning subcommittee and civil protection plans,
provision for the establishment of civil protection areas, participation of volun-
teers in civil protection, powers on civil protection officers, gives the president
power to declare national disaster and creation of a National Disaster Prepar-
edness and Relief Fund.

Strategy on Disaster Management

The National Adaptation Programme of Action
The NAPA proposes a list of priority areas and these include

A) Improving community resilience to climate change through development of
rural livelihoods by:

Improving access to potable water
Improving water management
Improving storage systems for seed and reserves

Promoting sustainable utilization of dambos and wetlands and river valleys
under sustainable dimba cultivation

Diversifying crops and livestock
Promoting low cost nutrition supplements
Raising and improving awareness

B) Restoring forests in the Upper, Middle and Lower Shire Valley catchments
to reduce siltation and the associated water flow problems.
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C) Improving agricultural production under erratic rains and chang-
ing climatic conditions

D) Improving Malawi's preparedness to cope with droughts and
floods

E) improving climate monitoring to enhance Malawi's early warning
capability and decision making and sustainable utilization of Lake
Malawi and lakeshore resources

Conclusion

Climate change has adversely affected the Malawian nation and
the effects are especially felt by smallholder farmers. The lower
Shire Valley is the most affected area. Crops and houses have
been washed away by torrential rains and floods prompting hu-
manitarian aid. The Malawian Government has designed National
initiatives designed to curb these problems however the challenge
lies in the implementation of these initiatives. There is need there-
fore to enhance the capability of all stakeholders to be able to im-
plement these initiatives. There is need also for better coordination
among key stakeholders bearing in mind that these initiatives re-
quire a multi-sectral approach.




ABOUT CEPA

Centre for Environmental Policy and Advocacy (CEPA) is a not for profit
public interest non-governmental organization. CEPA seeks to contrib-
ute to the development of environment and natural resources manage-
ment best practices in Malawi and the Southern African Region.

As a think tank organization, CEPA provides advice and conducts re-
search in environment and natural resources management policies and
legislation with a view to designing appropriate interventions for promot-
ing sustainable environment and natural resources management.

Our work concentrates on sound environmental governance; in this
respect, issues of accountability, institutional strengthening and repre-
sentation are at the core of our activities.

Our vision

An equitable and just society that values sustainable environment and

natural resource management

Our mission

To be a think tank for ideas and action oriented research institution of
environment and natural resource management in Malawi and Southern
Africa

Our goal

To promote policy formulation and implementation for sustainable envi-
ronment and natural resource management




